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maintain its authority over these recalcitrants, resolved
firmly to break up the union by force of arms ( November
4, 1847). Happily at this time the British foreign minister,
Lord Palmerston, succeeded in persuading Austria, France,
and Prussia to observe strict neutrality in this quarrel and
to allow matters to have their own way. The opposing
parties took to arms. The Catholic League put in 79,000
soldiers in the field against 100,000 of the Federal Diet.
General Dufour, the Commander-in-chief of the federal
forces, after a fight of ten days (November 10-19) crushed
the rebellion and won victory for the federal cause. The
victory of Dufour stopped the secession and decided a great
point in federalism. But the old system of administration
had to be revised to meet with the wishes of both the
parties.
With this revised Federal Constitution of 1848 began
the fifth period in the federal history of Switzerland.* It
settled to a great extent the question of federal power as
against that of state sovereignty. By establishing a federal
post office, a national telegraph; and a uniform coinage it
brought about greater cohesion among the cantons. An
impetus was given to the improvement of roads, canals, and
of the educational and military systems. Subsequent
changes brought the constitution in conformity with the
requirements of the times.. The constitution of 1848 as
revised between 1870 and 1874 is the present constitution
of Switzerland.
(i'i)    The German Empire and the German Republic.
The German Empire was a product of feudalism.
German feudalism was different from the feudalism of
*A referendum was taken to pass this constitution. As a result
thereof the constitution was adopted by 15 J cantons with a population of
1,827,887 against 6J cantons whose population was 292,871. It was pro-
claimed on September 12,1848. Brooks. * Government and Politics of
Switzerland», p, 46,

